
he frequently asked to be relieved of 
his duties, his requests were denied. He 
remained involved in the colony, and 
increased his land holdings. 

Delamotte Lane. Charles Delamotte 
was the son of a London Merchant and 
was a member of John Wesley’s Holy 
Club at Oxford. He was so impressed 
with the Wesley brothers, John and 
Charles, that he decided to sail with 
them to Georgia, originally intending to 
help with their missionary work among 
the Indians.  When that mission proved 
impractical, Delamotte began a school.   
There was no shortage of men willing 
to come as both missionaries and/or 
teachers to the new colony.   Charles 
Delamotte began the first school in 
Savannah in February of 1736. He 
taught his pupils to “read, write, and 
cast accounts.” He was paid no salary.    

He returned to England in June, 1738. 

Dobell Lane. John Dobell had assist-
ed both the schoolmaster, Delamotte 
and his replacement James Habersham.  
In 1741, he was actually given a salary 
of £10 a year and was also made register 
of the province so that he could live on 
his combined income. The school was 
run out of his home.  Rev. Whitefield 
(Bethesda orphanage and school) sent 
Dobell to teach at the “field schools” in 
the outposts of Hampstead, Highgate 
and probably Skidaway.  

On Skidaway, Dobell moved into an 
existing hut and “took possession” of 
a lot previously owned by Peter Grant, 
who died. However, he must have found 
the land as inhospitable as the rest of the 
early settlers and by 1746, he resigned 
both his jobs and went to Charlestown. 
After Dobell, there was never a satis-
factory schoolmaster for the Trustees 
School in Savannah.

Fletcher Lane. Henry Fletcher was 
a drysalter (one who dealt in salted or 
dried meats and pickles) from Leeds 
who came on the Peter and James arriv-
ing in Georgia on July 21, 1733 with his 
wife, son, two daughters and three ser-
vants. Their transport was paid for by 
the Trustees. The Trustees granted him 
200 acres on which he was supposed to 
plant Mulberry trees. His distinction 
is to have had the first servants in the 
new colony to be runaways. While the 
passengers were in Port Royal waiting 
for transportation to Savannah, two of 
his servants, James Hewitt and Thomas 
Holemark, escaped in a canoe. 

Half Moon Court. Half Moon Bluff 
was named for its semicircular shape 
where the Back (Moon) River, Skidaway 
River, and Burnside River come togeth-
er in present day Oak Ridge. (There is 
also a Back River Circle on Skidaway.)

In 1745, the Trustees attempted to 
try and make Skidaway more attractive 
by affecting a policy change whereby 
the owners no longer had to live on 
their island property.  From 1745 until 
the charter was surrendered in 1752, 18 
grants were made. A number of these 
grants were for small 50 acre plots 
in what became known as the New 
Village. (Many streets have village in 
their name.)

Hathaway Lane. William Hathaway 

SKIDAWAY STREETS continued
Trustee Georgia: 1732 - 1752

By Shari Lee Laist

Captain Dunbar Lane. George 
Dunbar captained a ship, the Prince of 
Wales that brought new colonists to 
Georgia on December 27, 1734.  He was 
asked by the Trustees to visit the island 
settlements and determine if trouble 
was brewing either among the Indians 
or the Spanish along the coast.  

He visited Skidaway on Jan 9, 1735 
and reported that the people had made 
“much more progressing in their houses 
and lands than he had expected. They 
were so regular in their watch that by 
day or night no boat could pass unde-
tected, and their battery of three car-
riage guns and four swivels was in good 
order.” His emphasis and concern was 
more on defense than crops.  

Dunbar must have liked Savannah 
for he stayed on to fight with Oglethorpe 

in the King George’s War with the 
Spanish 1739-1748.  From 1735 - 1741, 
he and Hugh Mackay (Mackay Lane) 
recruited Highlanders in the Inverness 
region of Scotland. These Scotsman and 
their households settled on the north 
bank of the Altamaha River at pres-
ent day Darien protecting Skidaway by 
keeping the Spanish at bay. 

Christie Lane. Thomas Christie 
was a 32 year old merchant when he 
sailed on the Anne, and was appointed 
Conservator of the Peace and Recorder 
of the Court.  At the time, this office also 
assumed the duties of magistrate or bai-
liff. As recorder, he made careful reports 
on the early life of the colony.  He is 
credited with saving the young colony 
in 1735 by foiling an insurrection.  “The 
Red String” plot was reputed to have 
been started by the Irish indentured 
servants.  The conspirators would have 
murdered the inhabitants, blamed it on 
the Indians and taken over the town as 
a way of gaining their freedom.  Christie 
was also one of the petitioners asking to 
have the inheritance laws and the prohi-
bition on slavery changed in 1738. 

  
He liked to point out how out of 

touch with reality were the Trustees. 
In 1737 he told them, “It is absurd to 
expect me as Recorder of Court to wear 
a black tufted robe, edg’d with Furr over 
my worn and poor clothing.” Although 

In 2005 Shari Lee Laist, Landings resident and archivist, wrote a series of TWATL 
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As a large portion of current Landings residents lived elsewhere 14 years ago, we believe 
the reprints would be enjoyed and appreciated.



was a merchant interested in expanding 
his trade to the Georgia coastal islands.  
His family had strong trading ties with 
the New England area a 
century before Oglethorpe 
sailed for the southeast 
coast.  Oglethorpe con-
ferred with Hathaway 
about potential commer-
cial opportunities involving 
Georgia.  Mr. Hathaway 
was interested chiefly in 
naval stores available from 
the timber on the coastal 
islands. 

Holemark Lane. Thomas Holemark 
was Henry Fletcher’s [mentioned above] 
indentured servant and may be the first 
case of a runaway servant in Georgia.  
He came to Savannah with the Fletcher 
family on the Peter and James in July, 
1733. He and a fellow servant tried to 
escape while the ship was in a South 
Carolina port. Holemark was described 
as “about   twenty-five years old, five feet 
eight inches tall, and very much marked 
by small pox... was by trade a clog-
maker but had been employed in felling 
and sawing timber.  His clothing when 
he left in the canoe was light colored - 
Drab Coat with flat metal buttons and a 
blue pair of breeches.” A reward of £30 
South Carolina currency was offered for 
his return.  Holemark’s experience with 
clearing timber made him especially 
valuable to Fletcher who had to clear 
his 200 acres and plant Mulberry trees.  
Evidently Holemark’s freedom was 
short lived for he was delivered along 
with the other passengers in Savannah 
on July 21. Fletcher wrote that “he had 
small good and much worry from his 
servants.”  If Holemark stayed the term 
of his indenture he would have been 
rewarded with a grant of 20 acres. 

Hopkey Court. Sophia Hopkey was 

the pretty niece of Thomas Causton, 
the Bailiff and reluctant “keeper of 
the stores” appointed by Oglethorpe.  

She arrived on 
The Susannah 
a c c o m p a n y i n g 
Causton’s wife, 
Martha and the 
Causton’s infant 
son, Thomas, 
on September 
23, 1733. John 
Wesley arrived as 
the replacement 

minister for Samuel Quincy in 1736. He 
was initially welcomed by the promi-
nent Savannah families.  Visiting fre-
quently with the Caustons, he became 
infatuated with their niece, Sophia.   She 
is said to have been in love with him as 
well but Wesley could only preach at 
her and read sermons, if one believes 
his journals.   At 18, Sophia was eager to 
find a husband and her aunt and uncle 
were equally eager to have her wed.  

  
The people of Savannah quickly 

soured on John Wesley and his high 
church ways.  They complained that 
they had little time for their work with 
all of the church services and prayer 
meetings he insisted they attend.  The 
Scots in Frederica even threatened his 
life.  They complained to him, “All your 
sermons are satires on particular per-
sons. We will never hear you more for 
we won’t hear ourselves abused.  ...as for 
you we cannot tell what religion you are 
of...and look to your private behavior 
and all the quarrels since you come...”   

When Wesley finally proposed to 
Sophia, saying, that “he would think 
himself most happy if he spent his life 
with her,” Sophia told him she never 
planned to marry.   Wesley took her 
at her word and when Sophia married 
someone else, he reacted as any jilted 

lover might who held the “keys to the 
kingdom in his hands.”  He refused her 
communion.  The people were divided 
on Wesley’s actions and court charg-
es were brought against him, claim-
ing among other things, defamation of 
Sophia’s character. A grand jury con-
vened but the case never came to trial 
because Wesley decided to leave.  After 
a year and nearly nine months, Wesley 
wrote, “On Dec 2cnd, at about 8 o’clock, 
the tide serving, I shook off the dust of 
my feet, and left Georgia.” 

Inigo Jones Lane. Inigo Jones 
was the son of Noble Jones who built 
Wormsloe when he tired of city life 
around 1736. Noble Jones’ interest in 
real estate, however, did not rest with 
Wormsloe.  He continued to acquire 
land in Savannah and on Skidaway. In 
1745, he was one of the few who had not 
given up on Skidaway.  He requested 
and was granted 500 acres for his son, 
Inigo, a minor at the time, born April 
26, 1734.  

Kelsall Lane. John Kelsall got his 
first grant of 500 acres on Skidaway in 
1748. After Georgia became a Crown 
Colony, he reapplied for the same 500 
acres, as did many early grantees, to 
cement his claim. 

Mackay Lane. Hugh Mackay and 
George Dunbar [above] were com-
missioned by Oglethorpe to recruit 
Highlanders in the Inverness Region 
of Scotland.  On October 21, 1735, 166 
Scotch Highlanders: soldiers and fami-
lies, left for Georgia and were settled in 
the southern part of Georgia to guard 
the boundary of the colony against the 
Spanish.  More came in 1737 and 1741, 
Hugh MacKay was placed in command 
of them. 

Their mettle was tested in July 1742 

when Spanish troops marched against 
Frederica in the Battle of Bloody Marsh 
on St. Simon’s Island.  The victory in 
this battle gained Hugh Mackay a pro-
motion.

 
Marmaduke Lane. see Cannon 

above.

Middleton Road. There was a Mr. 
Middleton, “the King’s pilot” who 
steered the Ann through the unfamiliar 
waters around South Carolina to land 
at Port Royal with the first colonists to 
Georgia on January 14, 1733.

   
A James Middleton arrived aboard 

the Peter and James on July 21, 1733. 
Middleton was to be a servant to the 
new minister, Samuel Quincy, sent by 
the trustees. The unfortunate James 
Middleton was dead by October and 
the Rev. Mr. Quincy, failing to please 
the colonists, was sent packing in early 
1735.

   
During the Revolutionary period, 

there was also an officer Hugh Middleton 
who was cited by the crown for being a 
Rebel Officer in 1780 and subject to 
having his property forfeited. The order 
was signed by Royal Governor, James 
Wright, July 1st 1780.

Orton Court. Christopher Orton 
was another in a long line of minis-
ters sent by the Trustees to try and 
work with the people in Savannah.  He 
arrived in December, 1741.    He did not 
fare well in the new colony.  Only 24 
years of age, he was ordained a few days 
before sailing.  He was in the colony 
less than two months when, William 
Stephens, the Secretary for the affairs 
of the Trust, wrote that Orton received 
such “vile treatment from the dissent-
ers  ...Christians- a name which they 
affect to be called, but allow none but 



themselves, as being most assuredly in 
the number of the elect - that were he an 
angel from heaven he could not endure 
the rude behavior... The distractions 
about religion which our Methodists 
have been so zealously fomenting have 
caused great discord.” Orton objected, 
among other things, to some of the strict 
ways James Habersham, school master 
and the Rev. Barber, superintendent of 
spiritual affairs at the Bethesda orphan-
age dealt with the children. Orton wrote 
that “the Methodists were mistaken 
of the children sent to the orphanage. 
Many of them suffered in their bodies 
by hard usage...” Poor Rev. Orton was 
dead before the end of his first year. 

Pensyre Retreat. 
Samuel Pensyre was 
a surgeon, who sailed 
with Wesley and 
arrived on the Georgia 
Pink on August, 1733. 
He was sent to Tybee 
to administer to the 
sick but wrote “I 
can no way improve 
my Lott at Tybee by 
reason that I have nothing but a salt 
Marsh that is overflowed at every spring 
tide...” So, he removed to Savannah. In 
Savannah he wrote, “I 
take care of the sick 
people in Savannah 
and my character has 
never been stained 
and the people speake 
well of me and my 
diligence...” He must 
have treated some 
Skidaway folk as well. 

Still, there wasn’t 
much a surgeon could 
do in 1733 besides 
amputations, leaching, and blood let-
ting.  

Choosing the name, “Retreat” for 
his street is appropriate since Pensyre 
indeed was seeking a retreat in his 
move to Georgia. Somehow, Oglethorpe 
got word that Pensyre had left a wife 
behind in England. Pensyre wrote to 
Oglethorpe pleading his case. His wife, 
“had got acquainted with some people 
that was debauched in the way of drink-
ing. All I could do to try and hinder 
her in that way of drinking was in 
vain.  I was forced to go away from her 
on purpose to find rest and peace in 
my mind. After a while meeting this 
woman, and seeing her good behavior, 
and sober manner, apperceiving no ill 
course in her, we concluded both to go 

to Georgia...where I introduced 
her as Mrs. Pensyre.”  They had 
two surviving boys and Pensyre 
implored Oglethorpe not to make 
him take his old wife back. He 
cautioned that “she would fall 
again into that old and tragic life 
occasioned by her affliction and 
to this would be added the sorrow 
of breaking up his happy fam-
ily.” He should not have worried. 

Death solved it all for him in June, 1735.  

Priber Lane. Christian Priber was 
an interesting character.  Some 
say he was a spy for the French, 
others that he was daft, or a total 
visionary.  He demanded that 
all of the colonists leave the east 
coast in 1736 and sought to form 
a utopia in Cherokee Indian coun-
try in Georgia.  He offered total 
equality to blacks, all Indian tribes 
and the French in his “Kingdom 
of Paradise.” He was a German 
Christian and is credited with 
being a linguist speaking sever-
al languages and mastering the 
Cherokee, Creek and other Indian 

languages.  He is credited with writing 

the first Cherokee dictionary.  In 1739, 
a bounty was placed on his head by the 
English since his design was to “bring 
about a confederation of all the southern 
Indians to inspire them with industry, 
instruct them in all the art necessary to 
the commodities of life and engage them 
to throw off the yoke of their European 
allies.”  He was captured in 1743 and 
imprisoned at Fort Frederica on Saint 
Simons where he died as Georgia’s first 
political prisoner.   It is said that the ruins 
of the old fort are haunted by a ghost who 
is heard speaking Cherokee, German, 
Spanish, and Latin. 

Sparnel Road. I was unable to put 
any flesh and bones on some names - 
their stories lost with the distance of 
years.  Kelly documents that Thomas 
Sparnel was granted 50 acres in New 
Village at Half Moon Bluff on Skidaway 
around 1745 because of “his being 
industrious and laborious.” 

Stone Hewer Lan. John Stonehewer 
was one of the original men sent to 
Skidaway. He returned to England by 
1737. Like Sparnel, I have not found 
his story -  yet.  Serendipitously, I often 
find information at a later date. His 
name may imply his profession, and as 
anyone who has worked in their gar-
dens knows, there are not many stones 
to hew.

Tything Man Lane. William 
Johnson Dalmas, soldier embarked 
September 28, 1733 and arrived in the 
Georgia Colony Jan. 14, 1734.  He was 
sent immediately to Skidaway. Part of 
his passage was paid by the Trustees 
because of his presumed abilities as 
a soldier.  He was made the Tything 
man for Skidaway which included com-
manding a Tythe of men to stand watch 
on a rotating basis. Thomas Mouse 
and other early Skidaway settlers com-

plained about Dalmas’ heavy handed 
tactics. Because of the few number of 
men on Skidaway and Oglethorpe’s 
emphasis on defense, Mouse said it 
was “very hard for a man with a large 
family to watch continually every third 
or fourth Night, and for refusing one 
Night, I have been tied Neck and Heels 
by Mr. Dalmas our tything Man...I am 
informed that It is in his power to Tye 
me Neck and heels when he pleases, wch 
I submit to If deserved, but if a man is 
to be Goverened by an Officer, who will 
reign Arbitrary, it is hard to Submitt to 
...” Dalmas was also an early PR man 
for the island writing in early 1735 that 
“Skidaway was one of the pleasantest of 
Island...”  Part of his responsibility was 
in collecting taxes of which a portion 
paid his upkeep. Inducing more people 
to settle would mean Dalmas would col-
lect more taxes, but few made the move 
from Savannah.     In spite of Skidaway’s 
salubrious nature, our poor Mr. Dalmas 
was dead by mid March, 1735. 

Ward Lane. Samuel Ward, a clog 
maker, came on the ship James and was 
sent to Skidaway.  Thomas Causton, Bailiff 
and store keeper, wrote in November 
1736 to the Trustees, that he was not 
pleased with what he saw of the people on 
Skidaway.  He reported they were gener-
ally idle and Captain Ferguson thought 
some might try to desert. Orders were 
given to seize any who should attempt 
this.   He continued,  “A few of the origi-
nal setters including, Thomas Mouse, 
John Stonehewer and Samuel Ward had 
improved some of their land.” On Dec 7, 
1736 Samuel Ward married Mary Truly 
a servant to John Roberson of Savannah 
which may have been the first Skidaway 
marriage. With his added responsibilities 
as a family man, Samuel was unable to eke 
out a living. Citing extreme hardship, he 
returned to England. 

Bleeding a patient

Leeches



Old Compton Court. Ward resumed 
his shoe making at Old Compton Street 
in London. The isolation of 
Skidaway made it difficult for 
him to make a living at his 
trade and like many of the 
original Skidaway settlers he 
was a city boy and had no 
experience with farming or 
raising livestock.   

Wesley Crossing. In 
1729-1730, as a result of 
Oglethorpe’s investigation 
of the prisons, an estimat-
ed 10,000 prisoners, mostly 
debtors were freed in England. At that 
time, Rev Samuel Wesley published a 
poem “The Prisons Open’d.” in which 
he exclaimed

“Yet Britain cease they Captives’ 
Woes to mourn,

To break their Chaines young 
Oglethorpe was born!”

  
Samuel’s brother, Rev. John Wesley 

was appointed to go to Georgia and serve 
as a missionary to the Indians, arriv-
ing in 1736. This missionary work never 
materialized and instead he was asked by 
Oglethorpe to minister to some 700 peo-
ple, most of them not regular communi-
cants. Wesley irritated the lot by institut-
ing three services on Sunday and “visiting 
his parishioners during siesta hour to 
exhort them to virtue.” After his involve-
ment with Sophia Hopkey, niece of the 
bailiff, Thomas Causton (see above), he 
quickly left Savannah and its impious- to 
his way of thinking - inhabitants.

  
His brother, the Rev. Charles Wesley 

fared no better.  He was supposed to 
take up his duties as the secretary for 
Indian affairs but within a week had 
incurred the wrath of the local residents.   
In July, he was sent to England with 

some dispatches from Oglethorpe and 
never returned. 

  
John, and probably his 

brother Charles, visited the 
outlying settlements includ-
ing Skidaway. John stayed at 
the Mouse’s Ale House on the 
northeast end of Skidaway 
whenever he went south to 
Frederica or St. Simons.  The 
normal route for boats going 
to coastal points south of 
Savannah was by way of the 
Skidaway River and Narrows. 
This was the safe way, though 

it must have involved frequent delays 
caused by winds and tides. The broth-
ers envisioned an evangelical travel-
ing circuit covering several stops from 
Savannah to St. Simons.     When John 
stayed with the Mouses in their Public 
house, he conducted services.  He noted 
in his journal, “The congregation each 
time only numbered six or eight -small 
but attentive.” He says that he came 
back to Savannah “singing and pray-
ing.”   

     
John Wesley had a tumultu-

ous career in Savannah, which ended 
abruptly, never allowing him and his 
brother to carry out their lofty plans.  
The brothers were able to influence 
George Whitefield, a man of a very 
different temperament, to come to 
Georgia. He would start his orphans’ 
house, Bethesda, in 1740.

CHANGES IN LAWS AND LABOR, 
1745-1752

This map of 1740 shows the prop-
erty of Thomas Mouse, William Ewen 
and Thomas Smith, although Smith 
had died in 1735. Soon after this map 
was drawn, Skidaway would be virtu-
ally abandoned.  The original settlers 
sent to Skidaway either died, returned 

to England, or left for other more estab-
lished areas. 

Between 1745 and 1752, grants were 
awarded to eighteen people, covering 
4500 acres on Skidaway.  Nine of these 
plots were 50 acre sites.  No longer 
restricted to growing Mulberry trees 
and olives, these land owners were free 
to plant crops suitable to the climate.  
New inheritance laws soon led to the 
consolidation of some of these smaller 
plots and the beginnings of the planta-

tion system. 
 
The changes in the property laws and 

the legalizing of slavery also attracted 
different people. No longer the down-
on-their-luck individuals who were 
happy for any gift of 50 acres, the second 
round of Skidaway land holders were 
eager to acquire large tracks of land.  
Some of the early Savannah adventurers 
(i.e. not charity colonists), maintained 
an interest in Skidaway, holding onto 
and increasing their property, includ-
ing James Deveaux, Noble Jones, John 
Kelsall and Richard Palmer. A differ-
ent Skidaway would emerge after the 
Trustees surrendered their charter and 
Georgia became a Royal colony in 1752.

Rev. John Wesley




