SKIDAWAY STREETS
Trustee Georgia: 1732 - 1752
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The first twenty years of Georgia
history are referred to as Trustee
Georgia because during that time
a Board of Trustees governed the
colony. England’s King George II
signed a charter establishing the
colony and creating its governing
board on April 21, 1732. By 1750,
the Trustees became disenchanted
with Georgia and the Georgians
were equally disenchanted with
the Trustees. In 1751, Parliament
refused the Trustees any funds and
the Trustees with no money and little
interest surrendered their powers to
the crown.

Following this original group, new
colonists were always needed. Many
of the first arrivals died, not through
Spanish invasion or Indian raids but
from disease. People continued to
arrive, but not in quite so organized
or carefully selected a fashion. Each
boat that arrived in Charleston or Port
Royal during 1733 seemed to have a
few colonists on board including the
Volant in February, the James in May,
the Pearl and the Peter and James in
July, the Georgia Pink in August and the
largest group of 128 passengers on the
Susannah in September, 1733.

On July 11, 1733, an unexpected
ship, the William and Sarah arrived
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Nunis, who set to work with the many
colonists who were sick that first summer. Their own Dr. Cox had already
died. Oglethorpe also accepted a ship
load of Irish convicts who were starving
after having been blown off course by
bad weather and forced into Savannah
in late 1734. Other colonists included
French Catholics, Huguenots, German
Moravians and Austrian Salzburgers
adding to the cultural diversity of the
new settlement.
GEORGIA’S FIRST THANKSGIVING
By the summer of 1733, Oglethorpe
had lain out his town and was making substantial progress in clearing
land, constructing buildings and planting crops. Saturday July 7, 1733 was
a high point in the first summer in
Savannah. By now, 21 houses had been
built. A Savannah Thanksgiving was
celebrated as the settlers met on the
strand near the river, heard prayers of
praise, and enjoyed a hearty dinnerdoubtless, including their many Indian
friends. Then they went to Johnson
Square where the ceremony of naming
the streets, wards and tythings was held.
Each freeholder was put into possession
of his lot. Now he felt himself a part of
Georgia.
These celebrations were short lived
for in the forthcoming weeks many
would sicken and die from the conditions and ravages of life in the wilderness. Thomas Causton, appointed
as magistrate wrote of that summer,
“The weather has been very hott and
we have little Rain which will make a
thin harvest...people are ill, chiefly with
Ague, Malignant Fevers and fluxes....”
By mid-July, 20 of the original Anne
passengers, including the physician,
were dead. Rev. Henry Herbert, who
volunteered to serve the colonists until
the Trustees could afford to pay a min-

ister, took ill in early spring. He went to
Charleston and then in May, England to
try and recover his health. He died at sea
on June 15. The death toll continued to
mount through September among all of
the newer arrivals.

EXILED TO SKIDAWAY 1734-1740
In light of these conditions, settlement in an outpost, such as Skidaway,
may have been welcome as an escape
from disease and death. At least one forward thinking colonist wrote London
attributing those first year’s deaths to
the drinking of the Savannah River
water which was also used for washing and dumping of wastes. “The people drank water polluted with putrid
Marshes and numberless Insects that
deposit their Ova there together with
the putrefied carcasses of animals and
corrupted vegetables.” Oglethorpe,
however, tended to blame everything
on the evils of rum and idleness.
By the summer of 1733, Oglethorpe
had started settling the perimeter
around Savannah, beginning with Fort
Argyle. This settlement was where an
old Indian path to Carolina crossed the
Ogeechee River about forty miles west
and a little north of Savannah. Because
of the high rate of death among the
colonists, Oglethorpe’s defense plans,
small outposts surrounding Savannah,

were hampered until Captain Yoakley’s
ship, the James arrived on May 14,
1733. He brought seventeen passengers,
included eleven persons on the charity
list for whom the Trustees paid passage at £4 a head. With this addition,
Oglethorpe prepared to set up the last
of his defensive settlements on the south
eastern spoke of his wheel - Skidaway.
Among this party of seventeen were
some Italian experts in the keeping of
silkworms and the manufacture of silk. It
was thought in the beginning
that this would become a
paying industry in the
colony, and special
efforts were made for
its development. The
seal of Georgia had as
its device on one face
silk-worms at work.
The James was not as luxurious a ship as the Anne and the passengers were not so carefully screened.
Where the Anne had made the journey
in a little over eight weeks, The James
was almost four months before sailing
up the Savannah River. [January 28,
1733 - May 14] Six of the passengers
were sawyers. Lord Percival, Earl of
Egmont, Trustee for the colony, had a
small opinion of the sawyers: “miserable objects- one had to sell his bed and
another tools to pay his debts.” This
description of some of the passengers
may account for why the crew mutinied
and threatened to run away with the
ship while at Port Royal, South
Carolina. The ringleader had formerly been a pirate and was subsequently captured and put into
irons.
This addition to the settlers
was recorded in the Gentleman’s
Magazine dated May 20, 1733,

as follows: “The James, Captain Yoakley,
110 tons and 6 guns arrived here on the
14th, with passengers and stores. The
ship rode in two fathoms and a half
water close to the town at low water
mark. The Captain received the Prize
appointed by the Trustees for the first
ship that should unload at this town.”
Because The James was a smaller ship, 110 ton Frigate vs. the 200
ton British Galley Anne, the captain
was then able to navigate the channel
and unload his passengers, stores and
ammunition, not a feat to be often
repeated. Few kind words were said of
the channel of the Savannah River for
many years.
In January, 1734, Oglethorpe
assigned six single men
and five with families to
Skidaway. Of the original
827 persons who settled at
trustee expense between
1732 and 1741, 453 could
be classified as farmers,
laborers or servants who doubtless
found uses for their skills. But look who
was sent to Skidaway: A perukemaker,
clogmaker, ropemaker, weaver, dyer,
victualer (in Britain an Inn keeper),
book binder, and one erstwhile soldier.
Dress was relaxed in the Georgia climate as fit the working conditions of the
Georgia colony, so a wig maker would
have no one to wig, a weaver no yarn to
weave, a dyer no cloth to dye and a rope
maker no hemp or flax to twine!
The original settlement of
ten huts surrounding a guard
house tower was built at the
northern end of Skidaway with
access to the Wilmington River.
Two pieces of canon were placed
and a boat with sails and oars stationed there.

A Ropewalk
used for twisting the fibers

As a wilderness encampment, peopled with city folk, Indians and Spanish
soldiers were an unknown commodity
to be feared. After an alarm was issued
warning of an attack on Skidaway in
1734, Dalmas the Skidaway tythingman
(combination tax collector and sheriff
- the erstwhile soldier above), added a
square redoubt with a carriage gun and
four swivel guns commanding the river
and approaches to the encampment. A
small fort was also constructed on the
south end by Captain Ferguson and his
rangers. Early on in colonial America
it was discovered that the old immobile
fortified fort system did not make sense
with the likes of marauding Indians or
pirates. The raiders simply went around
the fort. A system of rangers, who
could patrol the woods and streams
and move quickly when needed, was
established. The Skidaway settlement
along with the ones at Thunderbolt and
Tybee were considered by Oglethorpe
to be of strategic importance in guarding the water passage by which the
Spaniards at St. Augustine could come
to Savannah.
The Skidaway settlers were not free
to choose the best or most fertile sites
for farms but had to stay near the island
perimeters so that they could guard

the approaches to Savannah.
Men
were expected to serve as soldiers taking turns on guard duty as well as build
roads and bridges. These early pioneers
struggled to make the land produce,
but illness, wild animals, and poor soil
combined to foil their efforts. The isolation of the families also added to their
misery. Other than the occasional scout
boat or Indian, few ventured out to the
islands. The colonists were expected to
live on their land, be self sufficient, as
well as produce crops designated by the
Trustees for profit. Rev. John Wesley
made a few visits to the island while he
was in Savannah but no regular minister was assigned to the people. No
physician lived nearby and the islanders
could only hope for a visit from a surgeon or apothecary or make the trip to
Savannah when ill.
By 1740, as war with Spain threatened to spread, Skidaway was abandoned. Although I alluded to Adam
and Eve at the beginning of this series,
Skidaway, especially with all of the
Trustee restrictions, was no Garden
of Eden. It was not the only outpost around Savannah to be deserted.
When John Wesley described his visits
to the outlying settlements in 1737, he
found six of the original ten families
at Highgate, five at Hampstead, two
at Fort Argyle, one at Skidaway, and
none at Tybee. “The forts at Argyle and
Thunderbolt are rotting and falling and
the land will in a few years be as it was
before. Nature quickly reasserts itself on
the Georgian coast.”
Complaints by “malcontents” finally prompted the Trustees to seek the
colonists’ opinions on their land policy
in 1738. 119 petitioners made a series
of demands including allowing slavery
into the colony. Between 1739 and 1742
several important changes were made

to the rules, although many were not
adopted until after 1750. As early as
1745, the trustees realized the futility
of enforcing the law that colonists on
Skidaway and other remote areas live on
their land and allowed
the hiring of overseers.
With the change in
inheritance laws, particularly in relation to
widows and female children, colonists began
to consolidate acreages
through death and marriage. The prohibition
on black slavery was
largely circumvented by leasing slaves
from South Carolina. The law went
largely unenforced by the end of the
Trustee period and in 1750, slavery
became legal.
After 1747, the first rice plantations
started to develop with an influx of
Carolina planters taking up the rice
swamps. Many settlers simply took over
abandoned lands
and the one surveyor could not
keep up with his
property inspections. Poor land
on the shores
and marshes was
abandoned for
higher ground.
Before 1741,
Rice Plant
85 % of the acreage was in charity grants. From 1741
-1752 the percentage of acreage that
went to charity was down to 37 % with
only one charity grant being made in
1750. The revision of the laws affecting
the sale of property, location and size
of farms, and the ownership of slaves
led to a revitalization of Skidaway after
1752.

THE HISTORY BEHIND THE
NAMES, CONTINUED
Ale House Retreat. The largest family to be settled on Skidaway was the
Mouse family. Lucy and Thomas Mouse
had four daughters. They
were charity passengers on
board the James but Thomas
Mouse had high hopes for
his future on Skidaway. He
was a clogmaker by trade.
During their first year, Lucy
gave birth to a fifth daughter.
		
In spite of all of their
efforts, The Mouses could not
feed their growing family. They became
the island’s first moon shiners. Although
the trustees encouraged the production
of vineyards, Oglethorpe was opposed
to rum and strong liquors. Lucy Mouse,
managed to run a “public house” and
either procured hard liquor from pirates
or Indians or made her own. At least
once she was reprimanded by the bailiff
in Savannah, Thomas Causton.
		
Unfortunately, Skidaway’s isolation did not yield enough customers for their “Ale House.” They
were the last family to abandon
Skidaway along with a young single man, William Ewen. In 1740,
Ewen wrote to the Trustees, that
Mouse was “reduced so low, that
he had scarce cloathes to cover
him...” Ewen went on to say that
“raising mulberry trees, olives,
grape vines and exotic plants are
not the things that will Satisfye a man
when he is hungry; nor cloathe him when
he is Naked: for many times I have had
no other provisions to eat but Homony
and Salt...I had now almost broak my
constitution with hard working...”
		
In debt and broken, the Mouses
put two of their daughters, Mary and

Lucy, aged seven and six into George
Whitefield’s new orphanage, Bethesda,
where Thomas Mouse also found work as
a carpenter. A fever of epidemic proportions carried off Thomas and one of their
daughters in 1742. Lucy became a midwife
to support her family. Her former house
on Skidaway was destroyed, the boards
stolen, and the remainder burned. She
fought for reimbursement of her property
including cattle that she had left behind.
In spite of the original inheritance laws
which left a wife out, Lucy was able to
bequeath her original 50 acre Skidaway lot
to one of her grandsons, William Norton,
Jr. Lucy Mouse died in 1768.
Barnwell Lane. John Barnwell was
a South Carolina planter and an experienced frontier soldier. The southern
frontier had long been a bloody tract of
real estate. Barnwell devised a practical
plan for defending the borders. The
British system of large, well fortified
forts was useless against small bands of
marauders whose military tactics consisted of raiding and ambushing. These
bands of miscreants simply went around
the forts. He proposed a series of small
forts at a half dozen locations. Lack of
interest by the British kept his plans
from coming to fruition. Only one of
his proposed forts was built, Fort King
George on the Altamaha River near
modern day Darien in 1721. However,
Barnwell’s ideas of a mobile, militia
were put into practice by Oglethorpe.
Cameron Lane. John Cameron
came on the Anne. He was assigned
by the Trustees to be a servant to
Francis Scott, a military officer who was
appointed a Conservator of the Peace
in the new colony. Francis Scott died
on January 2, 1734 and John Cameron
left Georgia for South Carolina presumably when his term of indenture to the
Trustees was over.

Cannon Lane. Although this street
could simply be named for a kind of
weaponry familiar to colonial America,
there was a Cannon Family on the
Anne. Sadly, James Cannon, son of
Richard and Mary, died on board the
Ann at 7 months of age in Nov 1732.
The mother, Mary Cannon died that
first summer in Savannah July 22,
1733. Richard was assigned an Irish
servant for a time. Her name was Alice
Riley and we’ll hear more about her in
another article. The Cannon’s daughter,
Clementine, was supposedly murdered
at age three. Finally, Richard died on
May 27, 1735.
Richard had remarried a woman
of opprobrious conduct and questionable reputation. She was not inclined
to motherhood so the only remaining
Cannon, a son, Marmaduke was left
an orphan. (Marmaduke Lane) As a
large boy, he evidently was valuable as
a worker and his caretaker, the store
keeper/bailiff Causton, refused to give
Marmaduke up to the Rev. George
Whitefield who was struggling to grow
his orphanage, Bethesda.
Eventually a hearing was held. In
a Dickensian courtroom drama, the
lad appeared “much dejected, looked
poorly and in miserable Rags, weeping. He seemed under a Terror not
daring to complain. It was discovered
the he could hardly read his primer though a big boy at least five feet
tall.” Marmaduke must have been one
of Whitefield’s first charges when he
entered Bethesda. He stayed there until
1741 when he was apprenticed to a
carpenter.

NEXT: Captain Dunbar Lane
through Wesley Crossing

