
Someone had to play Adam and Eve 
and name the new highways and byways 
that were about to meander through 
this wilderness.  Not unlike the vision 
of Louis XIV for Paris, or Washington 
D.C.’s Pierre Charles L’Enfant, “Hid” 
Sasaki of the architectural firm of Sasaki, 
Dawson and DeMay had a plan. After 
looking at the island from the air, sea, 
and land, Sasaki proposed a tree shaped 
plan with main roads as the trunk; sec-
ondary roads the branches, and little 
dead end streets as twigs.  

The advertising firm of Cunningham, 
Tallman and Pennington undertook the 
promotion of The Landings and Mr. 
Tallman had a hand in naming the 
streets. Cecil Abarr and Chuck Mitchell, 
development directors contributed 
selections and doubtless others, like 
Harold Beck, Branigar’s project director, 
chose names.  All street names had to be 
approved by the Metropolitan Planning 
Commission, Chatham County and the 
Post Office!  

  
I, for one, appreciate the research 

and imagination that went into nam-
ing our streets.  Skidaway has become 
part of its southern legacy by reflect-
ing on the positive past. The street 
names recall local tradition and heritage 
while remaining neutral to differences 
in a past century.  Such a policy, for an 
island whose residents were “recruited” 
from many non-southern regions of the 
country, speaks well of its planners. 

On an occasional basis, I will be 
writing about the people and places that 
have inspired the names of our streets, 
focusing on those with historical rel-
evance. This first installment defines the 

names that came from the pre-colonial 
years.  If you have a story to tell about 
the naming of your street please contact 
me, at 1346.2  

Savannah was named for the river 
which it overlooked.  But who named 
the river? The etymology of the word 
may trace back to the Taino Indians’ 
word for treeless plain. The Spanish 
came in contact with the Taino during 
their dominance of the Caribbean. The 
word Zavana in Arawakan (a Taino 
dialect) was translated into Spanish as 
sabana and was applied by the explor-
ers to the Indians encountered on the 
southeast coast, who lived on grassy 
clearings within the forest. This charac-
teristic was a common ecological feature 
among the wooded areas along the river.  

 
The French had called the river Le 

Grande. The Spanish called the river 
Rio Dulce.  Different tribes who settled 
along the river also provided their own 
names for it. Before Oglethorpe’s colony, 
the English actually encouraged various 
tribes to permanently settle in the “no-
man’s land” between English Charleston 
and Spanish Florida to serve as a buffer 
between the competing nations.  Because 
of the nomadic nature of many tribes the 
colonial leaders were usually frustrated 
in these settlement attempts. 

Former Georgia newsman, Thomas 
L. Stokes in his book, The Savannah, 
writes that there was a band of Shawnees, 
Shawano or Savannah who fought and 
succeeded in pushing out the Westoes, 
an earlier tribe who had lived along the 
river before 1682.  By Oglethorpe’s time 
the Savannah Indians had migrated west-
ward, but their name remained.3  The 

SKIDAWAY STREETS 
the history behind the names 

TAMING THE WILDERNESS

“What’s in a name? That which we call a rose by any other word would smell as sweet.” 
 —Romeo and Juliet (II, ii, 1-2)

Since earliest times, people have tried to tame the unknown by naming it.  Adam 
and Eve named the beasts of the field.  Our military leaders always give battles names 
-Operation Desert Storm or our current Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Whatever solace we 
gain from naming something does not always tame it, however.  Skidaway’s planners, too, 
had to tame their wilderness - to turn a wild place into a Garden of Eden.  Others had once 
tamed parts of the island -The Roeblings at Modena, and earlier plantation owners, like 
Delegal, Deveaux, Habersham, Milledge and Jones.  

 The twentieth century saw  large parts of the island being purchased by real estate 
investors and in 1941, Union Bag started  farming 
the island’s timber, but not until Union Camp hired 
the Branigar organization and set out to develop 
The Landings did we have a concentrated effort 
at “taming” the island.  Old Savannahians tell me 
about hunting and fishing expeditions on Skidaway 
before the recent pioneers ventured to homestead 
here in the spring of 1973.1  These first families 
faced primitive conditions - wild hogs, alligators, 
bugs, and boredom.   

1An Atlanta banker actually purchased land for development in 1972. He built the brick square at Midpoint but 
financial conditions did not favor his venture.

Figure 1: Wild Hog  Sus crofa

2In the interest of space, a full source list will not be printed. Throughout, I have used the historical files and books 
at the Georgia Historical Society and the Bull Street Library, numerous Web sites, V.E. Kelly’s history, past issues 
of the TWATL and The Landings Journal.
3Stokes. Brown L. The Savannah. Thrasher Books. University of Georgia Press. 1951. p. 44. Frequently referenced.

By Shari Lee Laist

In 2005 Shari Lee Laist, Landings resident and archivist, wrote a series of TWATL 
articles concerned with Skidaway street names an their origin. Shari has since passed 
away, but with the blessing of her widower Fred, we are reprinting them commencing 
with this issue. As large portion of current Landings residents lived elsewhere 14 years 
ago, we believe the reprints would be enjoyed and appreciated.



name of the Savannah River, then, is 
a combination of the sabana or grassy 
meadow and a corruption of the name of 
the Shawnee group who lived along the 
river: the Shawano meaning “the south-
erners.”4

GEORGIA AS A PROPRIETARY 
PROVINCE: THE EXECUTION OF 
A TRUST 

James Oglethorpe volunteers to begin 
a settlement between South Carolina 
and Spanish Florida “for the settling of 
poor persons of London.” October 17325

James Edward Oglethorpe was  born 
on December 22, 1696, in Godalming, 
County Surray, England and died June 
30, 1785, at Cranham Hall, County 
Essex, England. He proved to be a 
renaissance man. The youngest of seven 
children, his father died when he was 
five, but his mother was a woman of 
great influence in England. She and her 
family were unwavering in their sup-
port of the Stuarts’ claim to the throne 

(James Edward and Charles Edward 
Stuart) against George I.  In fact, it was 
rumored that James II’s wife was too old 
for child bearing and that James Edward 
(known as the Old Pretender) was real-
ly the son of Theophilus and Eleanor 
Oglethorpe, James Oglethorpe’s par-
ents.  James II, an unpopular monarch, 
was forced to flee to France with his 
Queen and his son in 1688. The young 
James Oglethorpe defied the life long 
Jacobite loyalty of his family and became 
a loyal supporter of King George. 

As a student at Oxford, Oglethorpe 
became bored with the traditional cur-
riculum and looked for new adventures.  
When a distant cousin, Duke John 
of Argyle, found him a military post, 
young James welcomed the change.  By 
age 20 he had improved his rank and 
traveled extensively with the military. 
Though born to privilege, James felt a 
compassion for the unfortunate.  When 
his brother, Theophilus, proved a less 
than capable land lord, the then 25 year 
old Oglethorpe took over managing the 
family estate, Westbrook, and made it 
prosperous. He was soon producing 
model crops. The London papers said, 
“The young Oglethorpe had brains and 
a flair for management.”  While tending 
to his own prosperity, he also looked 
after the welfare of his tenants so that 
“even the children of the village ran to 
his side” when he rode out. 

Being recognized as a capable and 
honest man, he followed a family tradi-
tion and was elected to parliament on 
the Tory ticket in the spring of 1722.  As 
a member of the House of Commons, 

he led the investigation of England’s 
debtor’s prisons. In 1730, he succeeded 
in passing the Debtors Act which for 
the first time protected the debtor from 
irreversible ruin and possible death at 
the hands of callous jailers.

By 1932, Oglethorpe was one of 
the most respected men in parliament 
and was looked on by the Tories as a 
possible candidate to run against the 
Whig Prime Minister, Robert Walpole. 
However, Oglethorpe’s reform ideas and 
liberal spirit led him far away from the 
intrigue of English politics.  The pros-
pect of starting a utopian colony across 
the ocean in Georgia took root.  He and 
his like-minded friends discussed the 
idea of recruiting a band of colonists 
from those down on their luck - who 
had suffered a bad harvest or a poor 
business venture.  After Oglethorpe’s 
experience with the debtor’s prisons - 
this concept appealed to him. (His own 
friend died after being thrown in Leeds 
prison for non-payment of his debts.6) 

Oglethorpe was no dilettante - he was 
well read, well placed, and well versed in 
politics. He was not going blindly across 
the ocean. His life and work had pre-
pared him well for the task of managing 
a new colony. The sixteenth and seven-
teenth century expeditions of the French 
and Spanish, the charting done by the 
English Captain Hilton, as well as the Royal 
Navy’s pursuit of the pirate Blackbeard 
at the turn of the eighteenth century, 
had mapped the waters around Georgia. 
Doubtless too, Oglethorpe was familiar 
with the journals of earlier explorers, like 
Dr. Henry Woodward (c.1666) which viv-
idly described his experiences around the 
southern coast. Oglethorpe knew the his-

tory of the Charleston settlement, since 
one of the Georgia Trustees was Anthony 
Ashley Cooper, Fourth Earl of Shaftesbury. 
The Shaftesbury family had been instru-
mental in starting the Carolina colony.  

 
But still, Oglethorpe had not seen 

the Savannah River himself until that 
day in 1733 when he left his eager 
colonists in Port Royal, S.C. and sailed 
south down the river with Captain 
Ferguson, a Charleston scout boat cap-
tain. Oglethorpe was searching for a 
town site that would be safe from ene-
mies, above the high tide mark, and on 
level dry ground.  “The shore slipped by 
a tangle of evergreen and myrtle, bay 
and cedar, casting shadows darkened by 
the pines towering behind them.”  Some 
ten miles from the mouth of the river 
they rounded a bend and Oglethorpe 
saw a bank nearly forty foot high curv-
ing inward, forming a half-moon. After 
a steep climb to the top, he found a level 
bluff extending back from the river as 
far as he could see.  Here was  the ideal 
spot for his town. Nearby was one of the 
crown’s oldest trading posts. A small 
group of Indians led by Tomochichi also 
occupied the site. The Indians called 
their settlement Yamacraw Bluff.7  

PART I:  STREET NAMES - BEFORE 
THE SKIDAWAY SETTLEMENT

Ribault  Lane. In  1562,  France  
began: its attempts to colonize North 
America. France sent Jean Ribault 
with a band of French Huguenots to 
Florida and established Fort Caroline - 
almost 50 years before the settlement of 
Jamestown.  He then sailed northward 
along the Georgia Coast. [SEE: TWATL, 
Vol. 22. Flags Flying Over Georgia, p.40]

Figure 2: 
James Edward Oglethorpe, 1735

4My thanks also to  Willard H. Fell Jr., District Forester, Georgia Forestry Commission for his help on the geology 
of the area and recommendations on sources for information.
5In 1732 the English still used the Julian calendar while the rest of the world used the Gregorian calendar. New 
Year’s Day for the English was March 25. Hence the first Georgia colonists landed on Yamacraw Bluff Feb. 
1, 1732 their date but Feb. 12, 1733 by the rest of the world’s calculations. Most scholarly sources will use the 
Gregorian dates. The English and hence the colonies switched to Gregorian dating in 1752.

6Robert Castell was an architect whose creditors threw him in jail. His jailer threw him in with smallpox patients 
when Robert’s “funds for favors” dried up. Robert contracted the disease, and died.
7Blackburn, Joyce. James Edward Oglethorpe. Mockingbird Books. 1970. Frequently referenced.



Blackbeard Lane.  The Pirate  
Blackbeard (Edward Thatch) used the 
Georgia coast with its meandering tidal 
rivers, inlets and barrier islands as hiding 
places after striking at ships. Treasure 
hunters still seek his buried riches. He 
was known to brag that only he and the 
devil knew where he kept his treasure 
hidden. He was killed off the coast of 
North Carolina in 1718 in hand-to-hand 
combat with Lt. Robert Maynard of His 
Majesty’s Pearl. Maynard decapitated 
the cruel pirate and cast his body into 
the sea. Blackbeard’s ghost is reputed to 
patrol the coast.  Blackbeard Island off 
the coast of Georgia is a national wildlife 
refuge (established in 1924), and may 
also be home to Blackbeard’s headless 
specter. 

Shaftesbury Lane. Anthony   Ashley 
Cooper, Fourth Earl of Shaftesbury (b. 
1711) was a political opponent of Whig 
Prime Minister, Robert Walpole.  As one 
of Georgia’s  21 trustees, he was a staunch 
advocate for Oglethorpe and supported 
the colony throughout its charter.  

Bray Lane. Another strong power 
behind the idea of a new colonial settle-
ment came from the religious realm.  Dr. 
Thomas Bray was the directing genius 
behind two influential societies which 

had organized libraries in America and 
promoted education and Christianity 
among the Negro slaves: The society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts and the Society for the Propagation 
of Christian Knowledge. Bray organized 
a foundation before he died in 1730, to 
insure that his societies would go on.  A 
prominent member of that society was 
the future President of the Georgia trust-
ees and Oglethorpe’s friend, John Lord 
Viscount  Perceval , Earl of Egmont. 
Doubtless the £15,000 that the founda-
tion contributed swayed the King in his 
decision to grant the 21 Trustees land 
for their venture. (The government only 
gave Oglethorpe £10,000).  

Jekyl Lane. Sir Joseph Jekyl was 
a Whig politician (Robert Walpole’s 
party) who was instrumental in sway-
ing Parliament to appropriate more 
funds and settlers for Georgia.  Several 
members thought the money would 
be better spent in England,  “Instead 
of sending Englishmen to America it 
would be better to make good laws to 
regulate the poor and keep them useful 
in England.”  Opposing this sentiment, 
Sir Jekyl spoke of “how commendable 
it is to transplant indigent persons to 
where they could strengthen England’s 
power...And prove useful to their moth-
er country by producing material like 
silk, wine, and potash...”  

Ogeechee Ferry Lane. The name 
Ogeechee comes from a Muskogean 
(Also known as Creek) word meaning 
“River of the Uchees,” an Indian tribe 
that formerly lived on this 245 mile 
blackwater river meandering through 
Georgia.  Although the English gave 
many of the coastal islands “English” 
names they kept the river names, prob-
ably because of the importance of the 
rivers as trade routes. [Krakow, Georgia 
Place Names.]

Tomochichi      &      Senauki    Lanes.  
Tomochichi and his wife Senauki were 
Creek Indians. Tomochichi left the larg-
er Creek settlement around 1728 and 
created his own tribe taking the name, 
Yamacraw. Tomochichi and his fol-
lowers moved to a site near present day 
Savannah where Oglethorpe met him.  
At least one source credits Tomichichi’s 
defection from the larger tribe as a differ-
ence of opinion over relationships with 
the English. Thomas Stokes, a Pulitzer 
Prize winning reporter and columnist 
who wrote for a number of Georgia 
papers, writes that  Tomochichi’s eyes 
had been opened to white civilization,  
crude as it may have been as exhibited 
by the traders, trappers and soldiers 
whom he encountered. Tomochichi 
foresaw the day when the white civiliza-
tion would supplant the world he had 
known. 

Oglethorpe might have expected a 
cool reception from the local tribes.   The 
recently ended Yamasee war had almost 
wiped out the English presence in the 
Southeast. In the 1715 treaty ending this 
war, the English promised not to move 
south of the Savannah.  Oglethorpe 
needed Tomochichi’s support. It is said 
the Chief and Oglethorpe had an uncan-
ny chemistry between them. 

Why did Tomochichi and his wife 
Senauki accept Oglethorpe? Tomochichi 
may have seen Oglethorpe as a fel-
low traveler - a separatist like himself.  
Tomochichi had taken his followers 
away from the larger Creek tribe and 
set up his own “colony.” Perhaps the 
Chief could easily identify and admire 
a man like Oglethorpe, who with his 
little assembly, sailed across the great 
sea, abandoning his larger English tribe.

Musgrove Lane. When   Oglethorpe 
chose the site for his first settlement, 
a group of about 200 Indians under 
Tomochichi already resided there.  
Nearby a trader, John Musgrove, also 
had his camp. John had married an 
Indian, Mary, who was influential in 
the tribe. She came from the Creek 
“capital” and was educated in South 
Carolina. Based on her presentation 
of Oglethorpe and his purposes to the 
tribes, the tide of local Indian favor 
would turn.

Mary Musgrove bridged two worlds. 
As a child, she lived and was educated 
in Carolina, but she was also related 
to princes of the Creek Tribes. She was 
the daughter of an English trader and 
a Creek Indian mother. Mary, whose 
Indian name was Coosaponakeesa, 
married English trader John Musgrove 
in 1717 but she is thought to have been 
the brains behind the trading post. She 

Figure 3: Blackbeard, c. 1680-1718

Figure 4: Ogeechee River, 
photo by Don Teuton

Figure 5: Tomochichi, Chief of the 
Yamacraw Indians and his wife Senauki



knew the Creek language and customs 
as well as the English language and 
methods and had learned the deer-
skin trade first hand. She is about 30 
when Oglethorpe meets 
her, shrewd and influ-
ential. She can sway the 
tribe whichever way she 
wants. 

  
Although some see 

her in a romantic light 
akin to Pocahontas and 
Sacagawea, others see 
her as out to better her 
own interests. She is 
described as both “clever and ambi-
tious...  Full of the wiles of the world.”  
Throughout her long life, she contin-
ually fought for better compensation 
for her services. Through a series of 
upwardly mobile marriages, she also  
advanced her social position  and even-
tually was granted St. Catherine’s Island.  

Creek Marsh Lane. Tomochichi, 
Chief of the Yamacraw, was part of 
the Creek Confederation, an alliance of 
southeastern American Indians. Mary 
Musgrove, though of mixed heritage was 
considered a full blooded Creek (lineage 
came through the mother), a member 
of the Wind Clan.  The Creeks were the 
largest most established of the Savannah 
River tribes. The Lower Creeks had two 
capital towns near the western banks of 
the Chattahoochee River, Coweta was 
the “red” capital, for discussions of war  
or conflict, and Cusseta was the “white” 
capital reserved for non-hostile matters.  
[First People of Georgia] 

Captain  Ferguson   Lane. Captain 
Ferguson was in charge of a South 

Carolina scout boat.  Oglethorpe con-
tracted with him in 1733/4 to build the 
guard house on the northern end of 
Skidaway and a fort on the southern 

end . Ferguson’s scout 
boat crew patrolled 
both the waters along 
the Carolina and 
Georgia coast, and 
the creeks and rivers 
between Charleston 
and Savannah, sound-
ing the alarm if any 
Spanish or Indian 
raids seemed immi-
nent.8   

Causton Place. Thomas  Causton  
sailed with Oglethorpe and the first 
group of 114 settlers on the Anne9   in 
the fall of 1732. He is listed as 40 
years old and a calico printer. His wife, 
Martha, an infant son and a niece, 
Sophia Hopkey (more about her later), 
joined him in September. “While sailing 
on the Anne, Oglethorpe was attentive 
to his passengers, as he had been to his 
tenants at his family estate, Westbrook. 
However, he needed help with the day 
to day accounting. Oglethorpe must 
have been impressed with Causton’s 
education and abilities, for he made 

him responsible for the trustees’ allot-
ments to the individual colonists while 
on the ship.  Upon landing, Oglethorpe 
ordered Thomas Causton “to take stores 
into his care and to keep care and 
to keep an account of them.”  One 
can imagine the complaints as Thomas 
Causton doled out essential, but lim-
ited provisions.  He repeatedly asked to 
resign this post but was refused. He died 
in 1745 under a cloud of investigations. 
People complained that 
he was a heavy handed 
overseer.  Causton had 
little real authority - it 
all resided with the trust-
ees. Yet, he had very real 
responsibilities -  An 
impossible mix! 

Noble Jones Lane. 
Noble Jones is listed as 
a carpenter on the first 
ship, the Anne, on which 
Oglethorpe brought 
his colonists. Noble 
directed the clearing 
of land, sawing of logs, 
and constructing of the 
first houses in Georgia.  
He also took part in the 
affairs of the colony, 
from tending to the sick, 
surveying land, keeping 
the peace, and numer-
ous other tasks.  Tiring 
of city life, around 1736 he developed 
Wormsloe Plantation on Isle of Hope. 
When Nobel died in 1775, he was the 
last surviving head of family from the 
original group who arrived on these 
shores in 1733. 

Highgate Lane. (See map: just 
beneath Savannah and Hampstead)

 
In order to secure his Savannah set-

tlers, Oglethorpe sought to surround 

them with forts and small outposts 
which could serve both as lookouts 
and refuge if needed,  with Savannah 
as the hub.  Some of the settlers were 
selected to go to these outlying areas 
where ten huts and a guard house were 
erected. The first fort built was named 
Fort Argyle, in honor of the cousin 
who favorably influenced Oglethorpe’s 
mother to get him out of Oxford. Other 
small settlements were constructed at 

Thunderbolt, Highgate, Hampstead, 
Abercorn, and Tybee. Highgate was 
about five miles south of Savannah. By 
the time the next large group of settlers 
sailed from England on the ship James, 
preparations had been made for another 
of these outposts on Skidaway.

NEXT: THE Trustee Period, 
1733 - 1754

Figure 6: American Indian & trader

8Temple, Sarah Gober. Georgia Journeys. 1961. Frequently referenced.
9The Anne was a 200 ton British galley only 87 feet long and 26 feet wide. The voyage from the mouth of the 
Thames to Charleston took about two months.

Figure 8: Savannah & Vicinity early settlements, Georgia Journeys

Figure 7: Ships Of The Sea Maritime 
Museum, the Anne


