
Rabies Frequently Asked Questions 

What is rabies? 
Rabies is a viral disease of mammals, usually occurring among reservoir wild animals such as 
raccoons, skunks, bats, and foxes. The rabies virus travels from the site of the bite along the 
nerves until it reaches the brain, where it causes encephalopathy and ultimately death. 

Which animals get rabies? 
In Georgia, rabies occurs primarily in wild mammals (e.g., raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats). 
Sometimes, these wild animals bite and infect domestic cats, dogs, and livestock. 

How is the rabies virus spread? 
When an infected animal bites another animal or human, the rabies virus is transmitted in the 
infected animal's saliva. Rarely, rabies may be spread when infectious material from a rabid 
animal, such as saliva, comes into contact with mucus membranes such as the eyes, nose, 
mouth, or an open wound. 

What are the symptoms of rabies in animals? 
It is a misconception that rabid animals are spotted easily because they drool and foam at the 
mouth. These symptoms may never occur or may occur only at the very last stages of the 
disease. Any wild or stray animal that acts abnormal should be suspected of having rabies. 
Rabid animals may stagger, appear restless, be aggressive, have difficulty walking, seem overly 
friendly, or appear to be choking. 

How soon do symptoms appear after exposure? 
The length of time between the bite and the symptoms of rabies depends on the strain of 
rabies virus, how much rabies virus was introduced into the wound, and the distance from the 
site of the bite to the brain. Usually, the incubation period is quite long sometimes up to a year, 
but may be as short as 1-3 months in certain species. 

What is the treatment for rabies? 
There is no known effective treatment for rabies once the symptoms of the illness have 
developed. Rabies can be prevented in humans if medical care and post-exposure prophylaxis is 
sought soon after an exposure to the rabies virus. If left untreated, rabies is always fatal. 

How can rabies exposure be prevented? 
Make certain that all owned dogs and cats are regularly vaccinated for rabies by a veterinarian. 
They should receive their first vaccine around 12 weeks of age. Some veterinarian may wait a 
little longer depending on animal. Teach children not to approach or play with wild or stray 
animals of any kind. Tell them that even though a baby skunk or raccoon may look cute, it can 
spread very serious diseases. "Love your own, leave others alone" is a good principle for 
children to learn. 


